' HI! 'M DAVID LEONARD.
I'M AN IMMIGRANT LIVING AND
WORKING IN BOSTON.

BORN AND RAISED
M ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF
DUBLIN, IRELAND...

«..'M NOW THE
PRESIDENT OF THE
BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY.

AND | CAME TO THE
‘| STATES WITH TWO SUITCASES
AND A BACKPACK .




| WAS AN ONLY CHILD, RAISED
BY MY DAD AFTER MY MOTHER
DIED WHEN | WAS SIX.
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| CAME OUT AS A GAY
MAN AT 21 AND DUBLIN AT
THAT POINT WAS STILL
PRETTY CONSERVATIVE.

IT WAS NOT AN EASY
CITY TO WORK OUT ISSUES OF
"WHO YOU ARE" IF YOU WERE
DIFFERENT FROM THE NORM.

| HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO
CONTINUE MY STUDIES IN AMERICA
AND HAD TO DECIDE IF LEAVING
IRELAND WAS RIGHT FOR ME.

LUCKILY
IT WAS!




| HAD TO CHOOSE BETWEEN
A FEW PLACES, AND ENDED UP
PICKING BOSTON BECAUSE |
THOUGHT THAT THE US WOULD
BE A MORE OPEN CULTURE.
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| THOUGHT IT
WOULD BE EASIER TO
BE MYSELF HERE.

~— | FLEW ACROSS THE OCEAN
TO STUDY PHILOSOPHY

OF ALL THINGS.

IT WAS IRONIC THAT | LEFT
A REPRESSIVE CATHOLIC SOCIETY
IN IRELAND AND ENDED UP
AT BOSTON COLLEGE HANGING
OUT WITH THE JESUITS!




DURING MY FIRST WINTER
HERE ALL | COULD THINK WAS
"WHAT IS ALL THIS SNOW?!?"

| WAS ALSO TERRIFIED
BY DRIVING ON THE
OPPOSITE SIDE OF THE
ROAD THAN WE DID
BACK IN IRELAND!

AT BC, WITHIN A YEAR,
| WAS RUNNING THE GAY
AND LESBIAN STUDENT
GROUP ON CAMPUS...

STILL, BOSTON HAD AN
ALMOST EUROPEAN FEEL TO ME, AND
HAD A SENSE OF PROGRESSIVENESS
ABOUT IT DUE TO ALL THE COLLEGES
AND UNIVERSITIES IN THE AREA.

EVEN THOUGH WE
WERE NOT OFFICIALLY
RECOGNIZED BY
THE SCHOOL.




|
AFTER BC, | SPENT THE
NEXT FIVE YEARS WORKING
FOR THE NON-PROFIT JUSTICE
RESOURCE INSTITUTE FOCUSING
ON COMPUTER SUPPORT...
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AND ULTIMATELY BECAME
ITS INFORMATION N8
TECHNOLOGY DIRECTOR. M|
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ALONG THE WAY,
AS | HAD MY STUDENT VISA,
| WON A GREEN CARD THROUGH
THE IMMIGRATION LOTTERY.

| ALSO SHIFTED FULLY
INTO THE I.T. CONSULTING
WORLD AFTER TOPPING OUT IN
THE NON-PROFIT SECTOR.
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| GOT TO SEE A LOT OF
ENVIRONMENTS FROM
DIFFERENT COMFPANIES AND
DIFFERENT PLACES.

| TRAVELED FOR CLOSE TO
THE NEXT TEN YEARS OR SO.

| CONSULTED FOR
MICROSOFT IN SEATTLE...

AND WELLS FARGO T
IN SAN FRANCISCO... \\

||| [\
i)
.! [
;il’ Ui ||:|III|||”“ ] |||||I|.“'h..

'Il f Nh "hl - LY

QINT READINE

FORT

AND | FOUND IT FASCINATING BECAUSE
WHEN YOU SIT DOWN AND TALK WITH PEOPLE,
NO ONE REALLY CARED ABOUT WHO
| WAS OR WHERE | CAME FROM...
EVERYONE TOOK YOU AS YOU CAME.

I ALSO GOT TO SEE MANY

OTHER AREAS ACROSS THE US.
EVEN THE ARMY BASE AT FORT POLK
IN LOUISIANA IN THE MIDDLE
OF NOWHERE FOR DELL!




MY FAMILY BACK IN IRELAND
MISSED ME AND WHEN |
WENT HOME OR SPOKE TO
THEM | WAS TOLD-
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MY GOD! YOU'VE GOT AN
AMERICAN ACCENT DAVID!

IMAGINE MY SURFPRISE
IN HEARING THAT!

| SPOKE WITH MY FATHER
EVERY FEW WEEKS. HE WAS
VERY SUPFPORTIVE AND ALWAYS
ASKED, "ARE YOU HAPPY?"

AND | WAS....| HAD COME
WONDERING IF | WOULD STAY
IN BOSTON, AND HERE
| WAS CALLING IT HOME.
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THIS CITY BECAME
MY ADOPTED HOME.

THIS CITY IS A HOME
TO GAY RIGHTS NOW...

AND THIS CITY AFFORDS ME THE
OPPORTUNITY TO WORK IN AN
INSTITUTION THAT IS FREE FOR ALL!

BOYLSTON

Boston

Public

THIS CITY ALLOWS ME TO
LIVE IN THE SOUTH END AND
WALK TO WORK IN BACK BAY.

Library




I'M SO PROUD TO
CALL THIS CITY MY HOME.

WATCHING THE GROWTH
AND CHANGE IN THE HISTORY
OF THE CITY OF THE
PAST 25 YEARS...

IT'S FEELS VERY SATISFYING
TO BE A PIECE OF WHATEVER BOSTON
IS GOING TO DO NEXT.
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THIS IS A CITY OF SO MANY

FIRSTS — FROM MARRIAGE
EQUALITY TO BEING THE
CRUCIBLE OF DEMOCRACY.

AND WHERE WE CAME FROM,
INCLUDING OUR IMMIGRANT PASTS,
TO MAKE ALL THIS POSSIBLE 1S
A REFLECTIVE MOMENT.

OWNING WHO WE ARE

| WOULD RATHER BE HERE
IN BOSTON AND BE PART OF THIS
THAN ANYWHERE ELSE.




